
Indigenous Knowledge Forum 
Indigenous knowledge and biodiversity: comparative studies between Australia and other countries 

 
 

and the UTS Indigenous Justice Research Network invite you to a 
 

Roundtable Presentation and Discussion: 
Indigenous Cultural Rights - Perspectives from the US 

 
Until recently, the Indigenous Knowledge Forum has focussed its efforts on exploring recognition and protection 
for cultural knowledge in Australia, Asia, Africa and the South Pacific. However, we have been increasing our 
engagement with scholars in North America and to this end we are fortunate to have two US scholars visiting us at 
the same time. This has provided us with an opportunity to organise a roundtable event together with the UTS 
Indigenous Justice Research Network on the issues faced by Native Americans. The Roundtable will be held on 
Friday afternoon, 1 April 2016, at the UTS Faculty of Law in the Law Conference Room 318 on Level 3 Block 
B of the Haymarket Campus on Quay Street, Sydney. 
 
Presentations will commence promptly at 2pm with our Speakers: 
 
Professor N. Bruce Duthu*  
Samson Occom Professor (and former Chair) of Native American Studies at Dartmouth College 

Title of Presentation: Indigenous Rights to Sacred Geography in the US 
American Indians face considerable challenges, especially in the courts, in securing legal protection for lands they 
consider sacred, particularly if those lands are located outside tribally-controlled lands. While some of the challenges arise 
from problems of definition (e.g. are the affected tribal practices “religious” in nature?) and others arise from narrow 
interpretations of the US Constitution, tribal religious practitioners more often face concerns that protection of off-
reservation lands on grounds of sacredness is a slippery slope that risks placing too much public lands off limits to 
development. 

 
Associate Professor Sean A. Pager**  
Associate Director, Michigan State Intellectual Property, Information & Communications Law Program, Michigan State 
University College of Law.  

Title of Presentation: Keeping Kuleana: A Hawaiian Perspective on Cultural Rights 
Hawaii’s struggle to preserve its cultural heritage is bound up with its unique position as a Polynesian island outpost 
geographically and culturally removed from the North American mainland. The Native Hawaiian people fit awkwardly within 
the template of federal Indian law, and the struggle for Hawaiian political and cultural sovereignty has followed an 
ambiguous path ever since Hawaii joined the United States. Hawaii’s hybridized culture and globally commoditized image 
further complicate efforts to safeguard a distinctive Native Hawaiian identity. At the same time, Native Hawaii culture 
flourishes more strongly than ever. From these unique circumstances, some more general lessons about cultural rights 
may emerge. 

 
Presentations will be followed by a roundtable discussion commencing with our Discussant:  
 
Dr Virginia Marshall*** 
Principal Solicitor, Triple BL Pty Ltd & Advisory Board Member, Indigenous Knowledge Forum. 
 

The Roundtable will finish at 4:30pm. Light Refreshments will be available during the afternoon.  
 

RSVP: To join the Roundtable Discussion please contact the Chair of the Organising Committee,  
 

Professor Natalie P. Stoianoff, by 5 pm on Wednesday 30 March 2016 
Email - natalie.stoianoff@uts.edu.au 
Tel:  02 9514 3453 
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Biographical Details: 
 

 
 
* Professor N. Bruce Duthu (United Houma Nation) is the Samson Occom Professor (and former Chair) of Native American 
Studies at Dartmouth College.  An internationally recognized scholar of Native American law and policy, Professor Duthu is the 
author of Shadow Nations: Tribal Sovereignty And The Limits Of Legal Pluralism (Oxford University Press 2013) and American 
Indians And The Law (Viking/Penguin Press 2008) and was a contributing author of Felix S. Cohen's Handbook Of Federal 
Indian Law   (2005), the leading treatise in the field of federal Indian law.  He has lectured on indigenous rights in various parts 
of the world, including Russia, China, Bolivia, Italy, France, Australia, New Zealand and Canada. 
 
 
 

 
 
** Associate Professor Sean A. Pager is the Associate Director of the Michigan State Intellectual Property, Information & 
Communications Law Program (IPIC) at the Michigan State University College of Law. He earned his J.D. degree at the 
University of California at Berkeley, graduating in the Order of the Coif. Following law school, he practiced as a litigation 
associate at Howard Rice in San Francisco and clerked for the Honorable Judge James Browning on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. Prior to entering academia, Professor Pager earned an LL.M. in International Law from the European 
University Institute in Florence, Italy, while studying on a Fulbright Fellowship. Professor Pager grew up in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
 
 

 
 
*** Dr Virginia Marshall is Wiradjuri Nyemba and is connected in kinship with Nyikina Mangala. In 2014 she became the first 
Indigenous woman to gain a PhD in law from Macquarie University, on her thesis ‘A web of Aboriginal water rights: Examining 
the competing Aboriginal claim for water property rights and interests in Australia’ which earned her the 2015 Stanner Award for 
best academic thesis by an Indigenous author. Virginia began legal practice as a criminal defence lawyer and since 2013 is 
practising as Principal Lawyer of TripleBL Legal in commercial, TK and water law. Since her time as a senior research with the 
Australian Law Reform Commission, she has completed contracts with the University of Wollongong AHSRI in 2015 on an 
Indigenous Health research project on Aboriginal Chronic Disease Management in the public health care system, a commission 
with the Indigenous Justice Clearing House/Australian Institute of Criminology to produce a national review and report on the 
impact and trends in lateral violence in Indigenous communities. Virginia works pro bono for the Nyikina peoples in the 
Kimberley WA on the commercialisation of their TK and negotiations for industry partnership agreements.  
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