
 

Indigenous Knowledge Forum 
Indigenous knowledge and biodiversity: comparative studies between Australia and other countries 

 

 

Success in the Australian Research Council Linkage Grant Scheme 2016! 
I am pleased to announce that we have been successful in gaining Federal Government funding to further the work of 
the 2014 White Paper. 

After a year and a half of development, the team of researchers and partner investigators listed below were successful 
in the current Australian Research Council (ARC) Linkage Grant scheme. The project has attracted $244,000 of 
funding over three years (83% of what we actually sought) to develop the next stage of the protection regime, namely, 
what form would a Competent Authority take. The title is: 

Garuwanga1: Forming a Competent Authority to protect Indigenous knowledge 
Abstract (as summarised by the ARC): This project will work with the Aboriginal Community to identify, evaluate and 
recommend an appropriate Competent Authority legal structure so Australia can meet the requirements of the Nagoya 
Protocol. This Protocol calls for a Competent Authority to govern and administer a legal framework that ensures 
Indigenous communities’ informed consent is obtained for access to their traditional knowledge, and that establishes 
fair and equitable benefit-sharing mechanisms for use of that knowledge. This project will work with the Indigenous 
community to address concerns over the form, independence and funding of the Authority so Indigenous knowledge 
and culture can be protected and shared. 

Investigators and Partner Organisations: 
 

Name Participant type Current Organisation(s) 

Prof Natalie Stoianoff Chief Investigator University of Technology, Sydney 

  A/Prof Fiona Martin   Chief Investigator   The University of New South Wales 

Prof Andrew Mowbray Chief Investigator University of Technology, Sydney 

Mr Gavin Andrews Partner Investigator Banyadjaminga Swaag Incorporated 

Dr Virginia Marshall Partner Investigator   Triple BL Pty Ltd 
 
Ms Frances Bodkin 

 
Partner Investigator D’harawal Traditional Knowledgeholders and 

Descendants Circle 
Dr Anne Poelina Partner Investigator Madjulla Association 

 
We will be in touch again soon with more details including the timetable for this project and the opportunity for 
involvement. 
Professor Natalie Stoianoff (26 July 2016) 

1 D’harawal for Dreaming Cycle 
 

                                                           


